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COMBINED TRANSMISSION/EMISSION
TOMOGRAPHY APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention concerns a combined transmission/emis-
sion tomography apparatus for generation of tomographical
slice images of an examination subject, preferably of a
patient, of the type having a supporting structure having a
stationary stator and a rotor borne in the stator and rotating
in operation, with at least one radiation-emitting device and
at least one radiation detecting device mounted on the rotor.

2. Description of the Prior Art

A combined transmission/emission tomography apparatus
is known from U.S. Pat. No. 6,870,814. In this patent,
several variants of a combined transmission/emission
tomography apparatuses are decribed, wherein a computed
tomography apparatus has a tube with an opposite detector
mounted on a rotary frame, while a PET detector can be
moved into the examination region by a separately-installed
C-arm. Another variant shows a mixed arrangement of
nuclear-medical detectors and CT radiation sources with
oppositely-arranged x-ray detectors. The system disclosed in
this patent does not solve the problem that, due to the overall
size in a real arrangement of radiation sources and detectors
in a transmission/emission tomography apparatus, the gantry
is too large due to the necessary space in the circumference
of the rotor. Moreover, an arrangement of all detectors and
radiation sources within a slice plane is not possible given a
realistic diameter for the gantry.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide such a
combined transmission/emission tomography apparatus
that, given a relatively small design, allows the components
essential for measurement (data acquisition) to be arranged
within a slice plane.

The invention is based on the insight that it is possible to
accommodate a number of radiation-emitting and radiation-
detecting devices within a slice plane of a tomography
apparatus when the radiation-emitting and radiation-detect-
ing devices are not, as was previously typical, completely
obstructed with the associated supply components in one
unit on the rotor of the gantry, but instead the radiation-
emitting and radiation-detecting components are separated
from their supply components. Due to the small design of
the separated components, it is possible to arrange all
radiation-emitting and radiation-detecting components in
one slice plane while the associated supply components are
mounted laterally (in the system axis direction) on the rotor
of the gantry.

With this design it is possible to provide a combined
transmission/emission tomography apparatus wherein the
gantry can be constructed with a significantly smaller diam-
eter than is known in the prior art.

The components that perform only radiation-emitting and
radiation-detecting functions (that are subsequently called
primary components) thus are separated from the supply
components required for the operation of these primary
components. A spread of the arrangement in the z-axis
direction is thus possible, such that now a relatively large
number of radiation sources and detectors can be mounted
on a small area.

Moreover, due to such a division it is now possible to
modularly design an inventively-equipped tomography
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apparatus. A number of adapters uniformly mounted around
the circumference of the rotor are advantageous, allowing
the individual tomography components to be detachable or
removeably mounted so that a highly variable and economi-
cal design of the combined transmission/emission tomogra-
phy apparatus is possible.

Based on the above insights, a transmission/emission
tomography apparatus in accordance with the invention for
generation of tomographical slice images of an examination
subject (preferably a patient), has a support structure com-
posed of a stationary stator and a rotor borne In the stator
that rotates in operation, and has at least one radiation-
emitting device and at least one radiation -detecting device
mounted on the rotor, the at least one radiation-emitting
device and the at least one radiation-detecting device being
primary components and having at least one associated
supply component, wherein in the rotor all primary compo-
nents are disposed in one rotation plane and all supply
components are disposed outside of the rotation plane.

Via this inventive division of the radiation-emitting and
radiation-detecting devices of a tomography apparatus into
primary emitting and detecting (thus active) components on
the one hand and secondary (thus passive) supply compo-
nents an the other hand, a significantly more compact design
requiring less area is now possible so that such combined
apparatuses are economically realizable.

Several variants with radiation-emitting and radiation-
detecting components are realized in the inventive combi-
nation tomography apparatuses. For example, the possibility
exists to arrange a CT apparatus with two tube-detector
combinations in connection with a SPECT detector on a
rotor with small diameter. For example, a CT tube can also
be arranged with CT detector in connection with a PET
detector arrangement and additional laser arrangements for
activation of medicines in the same slice plane in which the
CT scan and the PET measurement occur.

Different combination examples are shown in the subse-
quent sub-claims, whereby the supply components are
respectively mounted separate from the primary compo-
nents.

For example, it is advantageous when an x-ray tube or
laser optics is used as a radiation-emitting primary compo-
nent while the respective supply component is a high voltage
generator (if applicable with cooling) or a corresponding
voltage supply and/or control electronics for the laser optics.

For example, a CT detector in single- or multi-line
embodiment, a PET detector arrangement arranged opposite
thereto or even a SPECT detector can be used as a radiation-
detecting component. For example, the coincidence elec-
tronic of the PET detector or the supply electronic of a
SPECT or CT detector can be viewed as supply components
for the radiation-detecting primary components.

Furthermore, it in accordance with the invention not only
a diagnostic radiation source but also a therapeutic radiation
source can be mounted on the same rotor of the gantry, the
radiation source itself being primary radiation-emitting
component and the voltage supply and/or control electronic
for the therapeutic radiation source being mounted as a
secondary supply component outside of the slice plane.

The rotor can have a number of identical, mechanical
connection adapters uniformly distributed over the area and
furthermore can have the radiation-emitting and radiation-
detecting primary components and their supply components
removeably mounted, such that a modular assembly of the
rotor is possible.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal section in the z-axis direction
through an embodiment of an inventive combined transmis-
sion/emission tomography apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a cross-section through an inventive combined
transmission/emission tomography apparatus with an x-ray
tube, a PET detector and four laser devices.

FIG. 3 shows a combined CT/SPECT apparatus with an
inventive gantry arrangement.

FIG. 4 shows an inventive combined CT/PET apparatus
with a therapeutic radiation source.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A preferred embodiment of the inventive embodiment of
a combined transmission/emission tomography apparatus is
shown in FIG. 1. This tomography apparatus has a housing
2 in which a gantry with a stator 3 is located. A rotor 5 is
borne opposite the stator 3 by a bearing 4 such that the rotor
5 can rotate. The primary radiation-emitting and radiation-
detecting components am mounted on the rotor 5 in a first
slice plane 14, while the secondary supply components are
mounted on the rotor 5 in a slice plane 15, lateral to these
primary components. Here an x-ray tube 6 that radiates a ray
beam onto an opposite detector 8 is shown as a primary
radiation-emitting component. The supply component 7 for
the x-ray tube 6 is arranged laterally offset from the x-ray
tube 6, which supply component 7 here as an example
includes both the necessary high voltage supply and a
cooling unit for the x-ray tubes. The supply electronics 9 for
the CT detector is mounted in the laterally-arranged rotation
plane 15, likewise laterally offset from the detector compo-
nent 8. Due to this space-saving division, a PET detector
arrangement with the primary PET detector component 10
can now be mounted in the same slice plane 14 in which the
x-ray tube and the CT detector are also located, the associ-
ated coincidence circuit 11 being accommodated lateral
thereto in the rotor 5 of the gantry.

The combined tomography apparatus is operated in a
known manner by a control and evaluation computer 12 that
outputs both the control units to the individual diagnosis
units and receives the measurement data by the control and
data connection. The control itself and the evaluation of the
data ensue by the individual programs P1 through Pn that are
integrated into the computer 12.

Another variant of a combined transmission/emission
tomography apparatus is shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 2 shows a
cross-section perpendicular to the system axis 17 through an
inventive arrangement, with the individual radiation-emit-
ting and radiation-detecting primary components being
shown in the primary slice plane and the secondary supply
components lying behind them being shown dashed. Shown
here on the rotor 5 of the gantry are a tube-detector com-
bination for CT examination, composed of the x-ray-emit-
ting primary component 6 with the detector primary com-
ponent 8, whereby the supply units 7 and 9 are shown
dashed. A PET detector unit, composed of a PET detector
primary component 10 and the associated coincidence elec-
tronic 11, is offset by 90° relative to this CT unit. Four laser
arrangements, each formed by laser optics 19 and associated
supply electronic 20, are likewise arranged at 90° intervals
in the primary slice plane.

FIG. 3 shows a third variant in which two x-ray sources
6 with the opposite primary detector elements 8 are arranged
in the primary slice plane for CT scanning, while an addi-
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tional SPECT detector 22 is inserted into the primary slice
plane. As already indicated in the previous examples, the
secondary supply components of the individual primary
components are arranged offset in the z-direction on the
rotor 5.

In contrast to the previously-shown, exclusively diagnos-
tic combined tomography apparatuses, an additional thera-
peutic radiation source 24 is arranged on the rotor 5 of the
gantry in the inventively-designed tomography apparatus in
FIG. 4. Overall, the inventive tomography apparatus com-
prises a primary Xx-ray component 6 with opposite CT
detector 8, a PET detector arrangement arranged offset from
this with two primary PET detector components 10, and the
already-mentioned primary component of a therapeutic
radiation source 24, all of which are arranged in the same
slice plane. The associated supply components are mounted
on the rotor, here as wall offset from the primary radiation-
emitting and radiation-detecting components.

For example, with such a combination it is possible to
specifically mark a tumor center in a patient 18 by the
administration of a tumor-specific, positron-emitting
marker, and to determine the precise position of this tumor
with the PET detectors. The surrounding healthy tissue can
simultaneously be precisely determined by the CT arrange-
ment with positing and absorption coefficients, so the thera-
peutic radiation source can be controlled immediately after
the scan according to knowledge of the position of the tumor
and of the surrounding tissue, such that the healthy tissue is
spared as much as possible and only the tumor tissue is
irradiated with the maximum dose.

Although such an arrangement is also possible in prin-
ciple when the radiation-emitting and radiation-detecting
components are not arranged in the same slice plane, in this
arrangement a particularly optimal diagnostic and therapy is
possible since no inaccuracies can arise with regard to the
positioning of the patient and the alignment of the patient.

It will be understood that the features of the invention
described above can be used not only in the specified
combinations, but also in other combinations or indepen-
dently within the context of the invention.

We claim as our invention:

1. A combined transmission/emission tomography appa-
ratus for generation of tomographical slice images of a
subject, comprising:

a supporting structure comprising a stationary stator and

a rotor mounted on a bearing in the stator for rotation
during operation thereof, said bearing defining a bear-
ing plane through said rotor;

a plurality of primary components exclusively performing
radiation emitting and radiation detecting functions and
all mounted on said rotor at a first side of said bearing
plane, comprising at least one radiation emitting device
and at least one radiation detecting device;

at least one supply component, associated with one of said
primary components, mounted on said rotor at a second
side of said bearing plane, opposite said first side; and

all of said primary components being mounted on said
rotor in a rotation plane and each supply component
being mounted on said rotor outside of said rotation
plane.

2. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein
said primary radiation components comprise at least one
further radiation emitting device.

3. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 2 wherein
said primary components comprise at least one further
radiation detecting device.
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4. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein
said at least one radiation emitting device is an x-ray tube.

5. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 4 wherein
said at least one supply component is a voltage generation
for said x-ray tube.

6. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein
said at least one radiation emitting device is laser optics.

7. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 6 wherein
said at least one supply device is a component selected from
the group consisting a voltage supply for said laser optics
and control electronics for said laser optics.

8. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein
said radiation detecting device is a CT detector.

9. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 8 wherein
said supply component comprises at least one component
selected from the group consisting of a voltage supply for
said CT detector and control electronics for said CT detector.

10. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1
wherein said radiation detecting device is a PET detector.

6

11. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 10
wherein said supply device is a coincidence circuit for said
PET detector.

12. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1
wherein said radiation detecting device is a SPECT detector.

13. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 12
wherein said supply device is a component selected from the
group consisting of a voltage supply for said SPECT detec-
tor and control electronics for said SPECT detector.

14. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 1
wherein said radiation emitting device is a radiation source
for radiological therapy.

15. A tomography apparatus as claimed in claim 14
wherein said supply device comprises a component selected
from the group consisting of a voltage supply for said
radiation source and control electronics for said radiation
source.
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