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DEVICE FOR CAPTURING STRUCTURAL
DATA OF AN OBJECT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to the German application
No. 10337935.5, filed Aug. 18, 2003 and which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein in its entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The invention relates to a device for capturing structural

data of an object, having:

a radiation source that can be moved around the object
along a prescribed trajectory;

a detector disposed on the opposite side of the object and
which can be moved according to the movement of the
radiation source, the detector having a plurality of
adjacently disposed detector sections and generating
projection data of the object; and

an evaluation unit which calculates the object’s structural
data from the projection data acquired by the detector.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Such devices are generally known as computer tomogra-
phy equipment. An overview of the various devices and
methods may be found in the publication HARER, Wolf-
gang et al., “Rekonstruktive Rontgenbildgebung” [Recon-
structive X-Ray Imaging] in Phys. Bl, 1999, Volume 55,
pages 37 to 42. The known devices have a point radiation
source which is moved around a patient to be examined
along a circular focal point trajectory or a helix. The
radiation cone emitted by the virtually point radiation source
passes through the patient and is incident on a large-area
detector which is moved according to the movement of the
X-ray source and onto which an image corresponding to the
structure of the patient’s inside is projected. The structural
data of the patient’s inside can then be at least approximately
determined from the projection data captured by the detec-
tor.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Various methods have been developed for converting the
projection data into structural data. In the case of a circular
orbit of the radiation source around the object to be exam-
ined, there is an approximate solution for computing the
structural data: the so-called Feldkamp algorithm. If the
orbit constitutes a so-called complete focal point trajectory,
e.g. a circle and a line orthogonal to the plane of the circle,
two orthogonal circles or a helix, precise solutions exist.
However, the algorithms used for reconstructing the struc-
tural data are complex, as the projection data is generated
using a radiation cone. The known algorithms, e.g. of
Grangeat, Smith, Tam, Defrise, Kudo and Katsevich, suffer
from extremely long compute times, numerical instabilities
and difficulties in reconstructing sub-areas of an object
under examination.

Moreover, from the publication SOLOMON, E. et al.,
“Scanning-beam digital X-ray (SBDX) system for cardiac
angiography” in Proc. SPIE Medical Imaging Conference,
February 1999, and from the publication SOLOMON, E. et
al., “Low-exposure scanning-beam X-ray fluoroscopy sys-
tem”, in Proc. SPIE, 1996, Volume 2708, pages 140-149, a
device having a large-area X-ray source is known. The X-ray
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source comprises a vacuum tube in which an electron beam
scans a transmission target in the form of a thin film. The
X-rays produced in the transmission target are aligned to a
detector by a so-called collimator disposed in front of the
vacuum tube. The so-called collimator is a hole collimator
having a total of more than 100x100 adjacent holes made
from an X-ray-absorbing material. The longitudinal axes of
the holes are each aligned to the detector. In addition, the
holes widen out in the radiation direction to produce a
plurality of conical X-rays with a small aperture angle
whose solid angle in each case corresponds to the solid angle
which the detector picks up from the X-ray source.

Compared to the X-ray source, the detector of the known
device only has a small area and the number of pixels of the
detector is correspondingly low. The detector only has
48x48 pixels.

While the electron beam is scanning the transmission
target, the detector is consecutively illuminated through the
individual holes of the so-called collimator from different
directions with cone-shaped X-rays. Correspondingly an
object located between X-ray source and detector is also
transilluminated from different directions. The structural
data in various layers of the object can then be determined
from the projected images captured by the detector using a
tomosynthesis method. However, this is an approximate
solution with severely limited depth resolution, as the object
under test is only scanned from a small angular range.
Accordingly, although the known device can be used in
fluoroscopy and cardiology, complete reconstruction of
three-dimensional structural data is not possible.

Based on this prior art, an object of the invention is to
create a device for capturing structural data wherein the
structural data can be easily reconstructed.

This object is achieved by the claims. Advantageous
embodiments and developments are set forth in dependent
claims.

The device is characterized by a radiation source having
a plurality of adjacently disposed emission sections each
applying radiation to an assigned section of the detector. In
addition, the evaluation unit is set up to determine the
structural data from the projection data using an algorithm
assuming parallel radiation between radiation source and
detector. As the radiation source has a plurality of adjacently
disposed emission sections each applying radiation to an
assigned section of the detector, the cone beam with large
aperture angle known from the prior art is replaced by a
plurality of adjacently disposed, virtually parallel radiation
bundles with no beam divergence, the term radiation bundle
also being taken to mean a cone beam originating from a
point.

Because of the beam geometry it is possible to convert the
projection data into structural data using an algorithm based
on parallel beam geometry, the errors induced by disregard-
ing the beam divergence being generally negligible. In
addition, the algorithms based on parallel beam geometry
can be performed with low compute time and are little prone
to numerical instabilities.

In a preferred embodiment, the reconstruction method for
the structural data is based on the Fourier Slice Theorem.
The reconstruction method can be performed either two-
dimensionally by evaluating the projection data captured
from a row of detector sections, or three-dimensionally by
evaluating the projection data captured jointly from all the
detector sections. The advantage of this procedure is that
algorithms can be used for which stable numerical solutions
exist.
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In a further preferred embodiment, the radiation source is
an X-ray source with an X-ray emission region and having
a downstream collimator in the beam path to the detector. An
arrangement of this kind enables bundles of X-rays with low
beam divergence to be achieved. To suppress stray radiation,
a second collimator is preferably disposed in the beam path
preceding the detector.

Further features and advantages of the invention will
emerge from the following description in which exemplary
embodiments of the invention will be explained in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a tomography device with parallel beam
geometry; and

FIG. 2 shows a diagram illustrating the conversion of
projection data to structural data.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a tomography device 1 comprising an X-ray
generator 2 with downstream collimator 3. The X-ray gen-
erator 2 and the collimator 3 constitute a radiation source 4
having a plurality of adjacently disposed emission sections
5 from which parallel aligned radiation bundles 6 are
emitted. The radiation bundles 6 penetrate an object 7 which
can be a patient, for example, and are incident on assigned
sections 8 of a detector 9 connected to an evaluation unit 11.
The number of detector sections 8 is therefore equal to the
number of emission sections 5.

The collimator 3 causes the individual radiation bundles
6 to be aligned essentially parallel with minimal beam
divergence. Correspondingly, each detector section 8 essen-
tially only receives radiation from an opposite emission
section 5. In particular more than 75%, preferably more than
80% or even more than 95% of the power of the radiation
bundles 6 emitted from the emission sections 5 is incident on
the relevant assigned detector section 8.

Through the partial absorption of the radiation bundles 6
in the object 7, the detector 9 captures a shadow projection
of the internal structure of the object 7. If the radiation
source 4 and the detector 9 are revolved about a rotational
axis 10 around the object 7 while projection data is repeat-
edly captured, structural data describing the internal struc-
ture of the object 7 under test can be computed from the
projection data.

For reconstruction of the structural data of the object 7,
the Fourier Slice Theorem can be used because of the
parallel beam geometry. FIG. 2 shows the object 7 which is
transilluminated using the essentially parallel radiation
bundles 6. The structure of the object 7 is described by a
structure function which depends on spatial coordinates of a
spatial coordinate system 12 with an x-axis 13 and a y-axis
14. Note that the rotation about the rotational axis 10
corresponds to rotation about a z-axis of the spatial coordi-
nate system 12.

The projection data captured by the two-dimensional
detector 12 is described by a projection function 15 which
depends on two parameters s and t for a given rotation angle
g. It can be shown that the Fourier transform of the projec-
tion function 15 yields the values of a two-dimensional
Fourier transformation of the structure function describing
the object in the projection plane along a plane 16 in the
spatial frequency coordinate system 17. The spatial fre-
quency coordinate system 17 is shown in FIG. 2 with the
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u-axis 19 and the v-axis 18. The third axis whose alignment
corresponds to the alignment of the rotational axis has not
been marked.

By capturing a plurality of projections with different
angles 0, the values of the Fourier transforms of the structure
function along a plurality of planes 16 passing through the
origin of the spatial frequency coordinate system 17 at
different angles 0 can be determined. By means of an
interpolation method, the values obtained can be transferred
to a Cartesian coordinate system.

The reconstruction method for the structural data can be
executed in two or three dimensions.

For execution in two dimensions, rows of detector sec-
tions 8 of the detector 9 are evaluated in each case. In
accordance with the Fourier Slice Theorem, the structural
data along adjacent cutting planes through the object 7 are
reconstructed, the surface normal of these cutting planes
running parallel to the rotational axis 10 in each case. The
resolution along the rotational axis 10 is then determined by
sampling.

The reconstruction method described with reference to
FIG. 2 can also be extended to three dimensions. Thus the
Fourier transform of a two-dimensional projected image
yields the values of the Fourier transforms of the structure
function along a plane passing through the origin of the
spatial frequency coordinate system 17 and tilted by the
angle 0. By re-interpolation and inverse Fourier transforma-
tion, the structure function in the spatial coordinate system
12 can then be obtained from the values in the spatial
frequency coordinate system 17.

Because of the low beam divergence of the radiation
bundles 6, the errors induced by the divergence of the
radiation bundles 6 are negligible for the reconstruction of
the object 7. In addition, the methods used for reconstructing
the object 7 are relatively simple compared to a reconstruc-
tion method in which structural data is obtained from cone
beam projection data.

Various possibilities exist for implementing the radiation
source 4. The X-ray generator 2 can consist, for example, of
a vacuum tube in which an electron beam scans a thin
transmission target. The thermal load on the transmission
target can be limited by liquid cooling.

For the collimator 3, a parallel hole collimator manufac-
tured from an x-radiation absorbing material, in particular a
material with a high atomic number Z, is especially suitable.
Possible materials include Pb or W. The collimator 3 is
preferably formed from a lead block containing a plurality of
parallel holes.

In order to align the detector 9 to the collimator 3, the
detector can perform a relative movement with respect to the
radiation source 4. For example, it is possible to displace the
detector relative to the radiation source 4 in a second cycle
by dx, in the third cycle by dy and in the fourth cycle by
dx+dy.

For the collimator 3, monochromators comprising e.g. a
plurality of crystals or other monochromatizing elements
such as multilayer structures can also be used. Capillary
optics are also conceivable in order to increase the x-ray
yields and therefore the x-ray intensity. Such x-ray optics are
known to the person skilled in the art and as such are not the
subject matter of the application.

In addition, the detector 3 can likewise be equipped with
a collimator in order to suppress stray radiation.

It is to be expected that, by irradiating the entire volume
in the object 7, the projection data required for reconstruct-
ing the structure of the object 7 can be obtained more
quickly than in the prior art. Improved image quality is also
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to be expected, as the structure of the object 7 can be
precisely reconstructed apart from the errors induced by the
divergence of the radiation bundles 6. In addition, through
the use of monochromatic radiation, the material, in par-
ticular its density and atomic number inside the object 7 can
be reconstructed. The tomography equipment is therefore
suitable, among other things, for material testing.

This computer tomography system according to the
invention makes space- and time-resolving computer
tomography using a large-area detector possible. Entire
organs or regions of the body can thus be captured as
volumes on a time-resolved basis. With a large-area detector
of sufficiently high resolution, the computer tomography
system can also be used to perform radiographic and fluo-
roscopic projection examinations.

The following emerge as direct advantages over computer
tomography using fan beam geometry:

a) controllable primary profile in the beam volume.

b) homogeneous spectral source quality

¢) simple beam geometry and therefore

d) simple and rapid reconstructions of the CT images.

The inventive step is the use of a plane parallel radiating
large-area X-ray tube in combination with a large-area
detector suitable for computer tomography.

The large-area X-ray tube and the large-area detector are
diametrically mounted. During operation, the spatial cube
between them is X-rayed on a plane parallel basis. The
large-area detector measures the absorptions along parallel
beam paths through the object under examination. The rest
of the setup is of similar design to a conventional computer
tomography system with rotating gantry.

This test arrangement has the following advantages:

a) The use of a controllable large-area X-ray tube with plane
parallel radiation enables each detector pixel or detector
section 8 to be assigned as little as one tube matrix
element or emission section 5. The signal quality of each
individual detector pixel can therefore be set during a
dynamic computer tomography measurement. This feed-
back between the matrix control of the radiation source 4
and the large-area detector pixels is an important compo-
nent of the computer tomography system according to the
invention.

b) The beam geometry is plane parallel and therefore avoids
anisotropic voxel sampling of the fan beam. Stray radia-
tion can be more easily limited, as the alignment of the
collimators to the focal point can now take place by means
of exactly parallel arrangements.

¢) Reconstruction is greatly simplified, as no further cone-
beam corrections are necessary and simple back projec-
tion suffices instead.

d) The individual elements of the flat radiation source 4 can
be operated without heel effect, as their individual solid
emission angles are very small and in any case their
operating principle need not be based on a rotating anode
plate.

The term heel effect means that, in the X-ray tube, flat
X-rays from the anode plate penetrate proportionately more
anode material, causing them to be more heavily attenuated
and hardened, resulting in a spectral composition dependent
on the emission angle. This places certain requirements on
the spectral linearity of the detector or requires spectral
corrections in the reconstruction. At the same time the
primary dose fluctuates over the fan beam and possibly
therefore further increases the overall required dose.

Note that the tomography equipment 1 is primarily suit-
able for small animal imaging, as in this case only small
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volumes need to be irradiated with the radiation bundles 6
and only low radiation powers are required.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device for capturing structural data of an object,
comprising:

a radiation source comprising a plurality of adjacently
disposed emission sections from which a respective
plurality of radiation bundles are emitted substantially
parallel with each other, the radiation source movable
around the object along a trajectory;

a detector disposed on an opposite side of the radiation
source relative to the object and having movement in a
manner similar to the movement of the radiation
source, the detector having a plurality of adjacently
disposed detector sections and generating projection
data of the object;

an evaluation unit adapted to compute the structural data
of the object from the projection data captured by the
detector,

wherein each emission section applies the respective
radiation bundle to a respective one of the detector
sections, and

wherein the evaluation unit is adapted to determine the
structural data using a parallel beam algorithm.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the evaluation
unit is adapted to determine the structural data on a volume
basis by analyzing projection data of a plurality of the
detector sections adjacently disposed in a plane.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the radiation
source comprises an X-ray generator a first collimator
disposed downstream in the beam path providing a colli-
mated X-radiation bundle from each radiation section, more
than 75% of which X-radiation bundle is incident on the
respective detector section.

4. The device according to claim 3, wherein the collimator
comprises a body made of X-ray-absorbing material with a
plurality of adjacently disposed holes aligned in parallel,
wherein more than 80% of each collimated X-radiation
bundle is incident on the respective detector section.

5. The device according to claim 3, wherein a second
collimator is disposed in front of the detector, wherein more
than 95% of each collimated X-radiation bundle remaining
after the second collimator is incident on the respective
detector section.

6. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
used for small animal imaging.

7. The device according to claim 1, wherein the device is
used for nondestructive material testing.

8. The device according to claim 1, wherein the opposite
side is a side of the object which is located opposite to that
side of the object being exposed to radiation.

9. The device according to claim 1, when the detector
moves such that the radiation source, the object and the
detector are always arranged in line when operating the
device.

10. The device according to claim 4, wherein the absorb-
ing material is lead.

11. The device according to claim 4, wherein the absorb-
ing material is wolfram.

12. The device according to claim 1, wherein the struc-
tural data are any of size, length, volume and geometry.

13. A device for capturing structural data of an object,
comprising:

a radiation source movable around the object along a

trajectory;

a detector disposed on an opposite side of the radiation
source relative to the object and having movement in a
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manner similar to the movement of the radiation
source, the detector having a plurality of adjacently
disposed detector sections and generating projection
data of the object; and

an evaluation unit adapted to compute the structural data
of the object from the projection data captured by the
detector,

wherein the radiation source has adjacently disposed
emission sections, each emitting a substantially non-
divergent radiation bundle to a respective detector
section of the detector, each radiation bundle substan-
tially parallel with others of the radiation bundles
concurrently emitted;

wherein the evaluation unit is adapted to determine the
structural data using a parallel beam algorithm, and

wherein the evaluation unit is adapted to compute the
structural data using a three-dimensional reconstruction
method including Fourier transforms of a plurality of
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two-dimensional projected images recorded under a
plurality of angles, each of the Fourier transforms of the
plurality of two-dimensional projected images repre-
senting the Fourier transform of a structure function
related to the object, the structure function evaluated
along a plane passing through the origin of a spatial
frequency coordinate system, the plane corresponding
to a respective one of the plurality of angles.

14. A method of computing the structural data of claim 1
comprising using a two-dimensional reconstruction method
including evaluating rows of the detector sections using the
Fourier Slice Theorem such that the structure data along
adjacent cutting planes through the objet are reconstructed,
wherein the surface normal of each cutting plane runs
parallel to a rotational axis related to the object.
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