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DETECTOR BAR OR DETECTOR FORMED
FROM A NUMBER OF DETECTOR BARS,
AND COMPUTED-TOMOGRAPHY UNIT

WITH SUCH A DETECTOR

The present application hereby claims priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 on German patent application number DE 10
2004 057 533.9 filed Nov. 29, 2004, the entire contents of
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The invention generally relates to a detector bar or a detec-
tor that is formed from a number of detector bars. The inven-
tion further generally relates to a computed-tomography unit
with such a detector.

BACKGROUND

EP 0847 596 B1 discloses a detector for a tomography unit
that is formed from a plurality of individual modules that are
directly connected, both mechanically and electrically, to a
component carrier assigned to the detector. Each individual
module has detector elements arranged to form an array. The
detector is constructed such that each individual module can
be exchanged without being destroyed. The simultaneous
embodiment of the electric and mechanical contact between
the individual modules and a component carrier is, however,
associated with a number of disadvantages, particularly given
arequisite alignment of the individual modules relative to one
another.

Making electric contact with the individual modules must
be executed in such a way that an electric contact remains
reliably made even given a displacement of the individual
modules associated with the alignment. However, making
electric contact with the component carrier in a way insensi-
tive to displacement is associated with increased outlay on
design and more complicated production processes for the
corresponding contact elements (contact bump and contact
surface).

Furthermore, in the known case a reliable electric contact
between the component carrier and the individual module is
possible only when the contact elements are held together
with a certain expenditure of force. However, the mechanical
interactions associated therewith complicate easy and precise
alignment of the individual modules.

SUMMARY

It is an object of at least one embodiment of the present
invention to configure a detector bar and/or a detector and/or
a computed-tomography unit. In one example embodiment,
this is done in such a way as to encourage or even ensure
precise alignment of individual modules in a simple way in
conjunction with simultaneous reliable electric contact.

An object of at least one embodiment may be achieved by
a detector bar, by a detector, and/or by a computed-tomogra-
phy unit.

According to at least one embodiment of the invention, the
detector bar has a module carrier for mechanically retaining a
number of individual modules, and a printed circuit board,
separate from the module carrier, for making electric contact
with the individual modules, the printed circuit board being
arranged on the side of the module carrier opposite the indi-
vidual modules.

Thus, by contrast with the known case, the mechanical
retention of, and electric contact with, the individual modules
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are designed in a structurally separate fashion from one
another in at least one embodiment of the present invention.
Because of the separation of mechanical and electric func-
tions, the individual modules can be aligned precisely in a
simple way while there is simultaneously reliable contact
with the individual modules. Disturbing mechanical interac-
tions such as occur in the known case owing to electric contact
being made with the individual modules are avoided.

In an advantageous refinement of at least one embodiment
of the invention, electric contact is made by way of electric
conductor tracks such that the individual modules can be
displaced without hindrance in a particularly simple way
while electric contact is simultaneously made, given an
appropriate length and an appropriate flexibility of the elec-
tric conductor tracks. The electric conductor tracks can be
so-called flex cables, for example.

Electric contact is preferably made in order to supply
power to the individual modules and to transmit signals and
control commands such that there is no need for additional
data or power supply lines between the individual modules
one among another.

Mechanical retention between the module carrier and the
respective individual module is advantageously of releasable
design such that the individual modules can easily be
exchanged or mutually aligned without being destroyed. The
individual modules can, in particular, be aligned even when
electric contact is made with the individual modules.

For reasons of simplification, in what follows the side of
the module carrier that faces the x radiation is denoted as front
side, and the side of the module carrier correspondingly
averted from the x radiation is denoted as rear side.

A screwed connection thatis particularly easy to make may
be provided, for example, for the mechanical retention
between the individual modules on the module carrier. Thus,
for example, it is conceivable for the module carrier respec-
tively to have a cutout, for example in the form of a bore, and
for the individual module respectively to have a thread match-
ing the bore such that the two components can be connected
by a screw that is guided into the thread of the individual
module through the bore in the module carrier, starting from
the rear side of the module carrier.

As an alternative to the screwed connection, it is also
advantageously possible to provide a clamping apparatus by
which the respective individual module can be rigidly con-
nected to the module carrier through simply being plugged
on.

In an advantageous refinement of at least one embodiment
of the invention, the module carrier has a device/method/etc.
for making electric contact with the individual modules so
that it is possible for a cable to be guided simply between the
respective individual module and the printed circuit board. In
a very simple case, in order to make electric contact with the
individual modules cutouts are provided in the module carrier
that can be produced, for example, by milling, drilling or
punching.

In an advantageous refinement of at least one embodiment
of the invention, the module carrier is additionally equipped
with at least one fastening device(s) that serve(s) to fasten the
detector on a detector frame mechanically in a simple and
reliable fashion.

The individual modules can advantageously be arranged in
one dimension on the module carrier of a detector bar. Also
conceivable, however, are configurations of a detector bar in
the case of which the individual modules are to be arranged on
the module carrier in two-dimensional form. Which of the



US 7,728,298 B2

3

two arrangements of the individual modules is selected can
depend, for example, on the type of use and the required
detector surface of a detector.

Each individual module can advantageously have elec-
tronic components for signal amplification, for voltage con-
ditioning or for decoupling interference signals. Each indi-
vidual module may include, for example, an array of detector
elements that are retained on a substrate, for example
ceramic.

Installing device(s) may be provided on the module carrier
advantageously facilitate the positioning of the individual
modules on the module carrier when the detector bar is being
constructed. In a particularly simple design, the installing
device(s) can be marking lines that respectively indicate a
boundary line between neighboring individual modules.
However, instead of the marking line it is also possible to
provide recesses in the module carrier in which the individual
modules are to be inserted during installation.

In an advantageous refinement of at least one embodiment
of the invention, each of the detector elements is a directly
converting semiconductor. It is likewise conceivable as an
alternative to this for each of the detector elements to com-
prise a scintillator and a photodiode. It can likewise be expe-
dient for the purpose of collimating the incident x radiation to
assign each individual module a collimator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Example embodiments of the invention and further advan-
tageous refinements of the invention in accordance with the
subclaims are illustrated schematically in the following draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows an illustration of a computed-tomography
unit that is partially perspective and partially in the form of'a
block diagram,

FIG. 2 shows an exploded illustration, shown in perspec-
tive, of a detector bar according to an embodiment of the
invention,

FIG. 3 shows a side view of the detector bar from FIG. 2,
but with a mechanical connection in the form of a plug-in
connection, and detector elements that have a scintillator and
a photodiode, and

FIG. 4 shows a plan view of a detail of a detector according
to an embodiment of the invention with a number of detector
bars on a detector frame.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an illustration of a computed-tomography
unit that is partially perspective and partially in the form of'a
block diagram. The computed-tomography unit includes a
holding system having an x-ray emitter 16 and a detector 1
that is formed from a number of detector bars 2, each of the
detector bars 2 having a plurality of individual modules 5 that
are arranged in the z-direction of a coordinate system illus-
trated in FIG. 1. The computed-tomography unit further has a
computing device 19 for processing the detector output sig-
nals generated by the detector 1, and a display unit 20 for
displaying a result image.

The x-ray emitter 16 and the detector 1 are fitted opposite
one another on a rotatable detector frame (not illustrated) in
such a way that during operation of the computed-tomogra-
phy unit an x-ray beam emanating from a focus 22 of the x-ray
emitter 16 and delimited by edge rays 17 impinges on the
detector 1.
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The detector frame can be set rotating about a rotation axis
23 in the ¢-direction shown, via a drive device (not illus-
trated). The rotational axis 23 runs in this case parallel to the
z-axis of the rectangular coordinate system shown. For a
recording area of an object, for example a patient, supported
ona supporttable 18, it is possible in this way to prepare x-ray
pictures from different projection directions and/or rotary
angle positions for the purpose of reconstructing a number of
tomograms. In this case, the recording area can also be sub-
jected to spiral scanning 21 by way of continuously feeding
the support table 18 in the direction of the z-axis, given
simultaneous rotation of the recording system 16.1 about the
recording area to be examined.

Each x-ray picture includes the detector output signals
generated by the detector 1, which are a measure of the
attenuation of the x radiation passing through the recording
area. The detector output signals are fed to the computing
device(s) 19 where, depending on the operating mode of the
computed-tomography unit, they are converted by calcula-
tion into tomograms or volumetric images using a reconstruc-
tion method known per se.

A detector bar 2 according to at least one embodiment of
the invention that can be used, for example, to construct a
detector 1, shown in FIG. 1, of the computed-tomography
unit is shown in an exploded, perspective illustration in FIG.
2. The detector bar 2 is formed from a number of individual
modules 5, only one of the individual modules 5 being illus-
trated in FIG. 2, for reasons of clarity. Typical dimensions of
such an individual module 5 are in a range from 1 cmx1 cm to
10 cmx10 cm in the z- and ¢-directions shown. In depth, the
individual module 5 extends between 1 mm and 15 cm, by
way of example. The individual modules 5 are arranged
sequentially in one dimension on a common module carrier 3
and mechanically retained thereon and electrically connected
to a printed circuit board 4 designed to be structurally separate
from the module carrier 3.

Each of the individual modules 5 has an array of detector
elements 6 that are retained on a substrate 7, for example
ceramic. The detector elements 6 serve to generate detector
output signals that are a measure of the absorption of the x
radiation emanating from the x-ray emitter 16 in FIG. 1, for
example an x-ray tube, and passing through a recording area.

In the example shown, the x radiation impinging on a
detector element 6 is converted into a detector output signal
by a directly converting semiconductor 32. The x radiation
can, however, also be converted by means of a scintillator 24,
assigned to the respective detector element 6 and shown in
FIG. 3, and of a photodiode 25 that is optically coupled to the
scintillator 24. It is expedient to assign each individual mod-
ule 5 a collimator 8 such that a detector element 6 respectively
detects the x radiation of a specific solid angle.

In this example, electronic components 28, 29, 30 for volt-
age conditioning, for signal amplification and for decoupling
interference signals by way of capacitors are provided on the
side of the substrate 7 averted from the x-radiation and
denoted below as rear side. The electronic components 28, 29,
30 need not, however, necessarily be assigned to the substrate
7 or to the individual module 5. It would also be conceivable
for at least a portion of the electronic components 28, 29, 30
to be arranged on the printed circuit board 4 or on an elec-
tronic apparatus assigned to the detector frame.

At least one thread 14 is provided for the individual module
5, in order to produce a mechanical connection between the
individual module 5 and the module carrier 3 by use of a
screwed connection. The thread 14 can expediently be
recessed into a small aluminum block 34 that is an integral
constituant of the substrate 7. Furthermore, a connecting
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cable 11, for example a flex cable, for making electric contact
between the individual module 5 and the printed circuit board
4 is mounted on the rear side of the respective individual
module 5. The connecting cable 11 is in permanent soldered
connection with the individual module 5 and with the elec-
tronic components 28, 29, 30 provided thereon. It is, of
course, also conceivable for the connecting cable 11 to be
releasably fitted onto the individual module 5 in the form of a
plug-in connection.

A cutout 15 assigned to a thread 14 of the individual mod-
ule 5 is respectively provided on the module carrier 3 such
that the individual modules 5 can be screwed with the module
carrier 3 in order to produce a mechanical connection. A
screw 16 is respectively screwed for this purpose through the
cutout 15 into the thread 14 of the individual module 5 from
the rear side of the module carrier 3. A screwed connection
offers the advantage, in particular, that the mechanical con-
nection can easily be released again for the purpose of mutu-
ally aligning or of exchanging the individual modules 5.
However, it is not only screwed connections that are suitable
for producing a mechanical connection, but also, as shown in
FIG. 4, plug-in connections 26, 27, for example so-called slot
and feather connections.

The module carrier 3 has installing device(s) 35, for
example in the form of marking lines, applied to the surface of
the module carrier, such that the individual modules 5 can be
fitted into the module carrier 3 in accurate positions. More-
over, device(s) 13 for making the electric contact or for guid-
ing through the connecting cable 11 of the individual modules
5 are provided in the module carrier 3. In the example shown,
the device(s) 13 include longitudinally directed cutouts that
serve for guiding through the connecting cable 11 respec-
tively proceeding from the individual module 5.

Moreover, arranged on the module carrier 3 are fastening
device(s) 10 that enable the module carrier 3 or the detector
bar 2 to be fastened on a detector frame. In the example from
FIG. 2, the module carrier is provided with fastening
device(s) 10 in the form of bores that serve for producing a
screwed connection. However, fastening device(s) 10 of other
types, for example a plug-in connection, can also be used.

The module carrier 3 is preferably produced from metal.
However, any other desired materials can also be used in
principle. The essential thing is merely that the module carrier
3 has a certain stiffness such that the high acceleration forces
occurring as the recording system rotates during operation of
the computed-tomography unit do not displace the individual
modules from the position on the module carrier 3.

The printed circuit board 4 is designed to be structurally
separate from the module carrier 3, and is also not necessarily
mechanically connected to the latter. The printed circuit
board 4 is electrically connected in a flexible fashion to the
individual modules 5, and can, for example, be plugged into
an electronic apparatus, assigned to the detector frame, via a
connection 9 provided therefor. The electric connection
between the connecting cable 11 and the printed circuit board
4 is of releasable design, for example in the form of a plug-in
connection 12.

The mechanical retention of the individual modules 5, and
the making of their electric contact are designed separately
from one another such that, in the case of an alignment of the
individual modules 5 relative to one another, no disturbing
mechanical interactions occur when electric contact is made
for the individual modules 5, such as can happen given the
abovenamed detector structure. Rather, the alignment of the
individual modules 5 can be designed independently of the
electric contact. Thus, for example, it is conceivable that, with
electric contact released, the individual modules 5 are accu-
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rately aligned in a first installation step for constructing the
respective detector bar 2, and the individual modules 5 are
electrically contacted by plugging the connecting cables 11
into a plug-in connection 12 provided therefor on the printed
circuit board in a second installation step.

The individual modules 5 are supplied with power, and
signals, in particular detector output signals, and control com-
mands are transmitted via the connecting cable 11. The con-
necting cable 11 is connected to the electric connection 9 on
the printed circuit board 4 which makes the connection to an
electronic apparatus (not illustrated) assigned to the detector
frame.

The inventive detector bar 2 from FIG. 2 is illustrated in a
side view in FIG. 3. However, by contrast with FIG. 2, instead
of'a directly converting semiconductor each detector element
6 has a scintillator 24 and a photodiode 25 optically coupled
thereto. Moreover, the mechanical connection between the
respective individual module 5 and the module carrier 3 is
implemented not by way of screwed connections 14, 15, 16,
but by plug-in connections 26, 27, each plug-in connection
26, 27 being formed from alignment pins 26, on the side of the
individual module, and alignment bores 27, on the side of the
module carrier.

FIG. 4 shows a plan view of a detail of a detector 1 accord-
ing to at least one embodiment of the invention, which has a
plurality of detector bars 2 retained on a detector frame 31.
Each detector bar 2 in this case usually forms a segment of a
curved cylinder lateral surface. A number of detector bars
arranged next to one another therefore define a cylindrical
detector surface that has an extent matched to an examination.
Each detector bar 2 is formed from a plurality of individual
modules 5, the individual modules 5 being arranged in two
dimensions on a module carrier 3 (not visible). Likewise not
visible is the making of electric contact (designed in a fashion
structurally separate therefrom) between the individual mod-
ules 5 and the printed circuit board 4. For reasons of clarity,
only one component of the detector bar 2 is provided with
reference numerals. The individual modules 5 are screwed to
the detector frame 31 via the detector frame screws 33
arranged on the side of the detector bar 2.

In addition to the alignment, shown in FIG. 4, of the detec-
tor bar in the z-direction, it is likewise conceivable that the
detector bar can be aligned in the ¢-direction. The detector is
also not necessarily formed from a plurality of detector bars.
It can certainly also be advantageous when the detector is
formed only from a single detector bar. Alignment of the
detector bars relative to one another is eliminated in this case.

Example embodiments being thus described, it will be
obvious that the same may be varied in many ways. Such
variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit
and scope of the present invention, and all such modifications
as would be obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be
included within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A detector bar, comprising:

a number of individual modules, each comprising an array

of detector elements;

a module carrier for mechanically retaining the individual
modules, the module carrier being positioned on a side
of the individual modules opposite to a side on which
x-ray radiation impinges; and

a printed circuit board, embodied separately from said
module carrier, for making electric contact with the indi-
vidual modules and an external electric apparatus, the
printed circuit board being arranged on a side of the
module carrier opposing the side on which the individual
modules are positioned, wherein
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said electric contact between the printed circuit board
and each individual module is made via flexible elec-
tric conductor tracks, the flexible electric conductor
tracks being guided through cut-outs provided in the
module carrier,

said electric contact between the printed circuit board
and the external electric apparatus is made via a sepa-
rate electrical connection.

2. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein electric
contact is made in order to supply power to the individual
modules and to transmit signals and control commands.

3. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein mechani-
cal retention between the module carrier and the respective
individual module is of releasable design.

4. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
screwed connection is provided for the mechanical retention
between the module carrier and the respective individual
module.

5. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein a clamp-
ing apparatus is provided for the mechanical retention
between the module carrier and the respective individual
module.

6. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
module carrier includes fastening means for mechanically
fastening the detector bar on a detector frame.

7. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
module carder includes an installing device.

8. The detector bar as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
installing device is a marking line.

9. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
individual modules are arranged in one dimension on the
module carrier.

10. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
individual modules are arranged in two dimensions on the
module carrier.

11. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein each
individual module has electronic components for at least one
of signal amplification, voltage conditioning and decoupling
interference signals.

12. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of
the detector elements is a directly converting semiconductor.

13. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein each of
the detector elements includes a scintillator and a photodiode.

14. The detector bar as claimed in claim 1, wherein each
individual module includes a collimator.

15. The detector bar of claim 1, wherein the individual
modules, the module carrier and the printed circuit board are
arranged vertically in a path of x-ray radiation.

16. The detector bar of claim 1, wherein the individual
modules, the module carrier and the printed circuit board are
stacked vertically.

17. The detector bar of claim 1, wherein each individual
module electrically contacts the printed circuit board via a
separate flexible electric conductor track guided through a
separate cut-out provided in the module carrier.

18. The detector bar of claim 1, wherein the detector bar is
connectable to a detector frame positioned at a side of the
detector bar opposite to the side at which the individual mod-
ules are arranged.

19. A detector comprising:

a plurality of detector bars, each detector bar including,

a number of individual modules, each comprising an
array of detector elements;

a module carrier for mechanically retaining the indi-
vidual modules, the module carrier being positioned
on a side of the individual modules opposite to a side
on which x-ray radiation impinges; and
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a printed circuit board, embodied separately from said
module carrier, for making electric contact with the
individual modules and an external electric apparatus,
the printed circuit board being arranged on a side of
the module carrier opposing the side on which the
individual modules are positioned, wherein
said electric contact between the printed circuit board
and each individual module is made via flexible
electric conductor tracks, the flexible electric con-
ductor tracks being guided through cut-outs pro-
vided in the module carrier, and

said electric contact between the printed circuit board
and the external electric apparatus is made via a
separate electrical connection.

20. A computed-tomography unit comprising a detector as
claimed in claim 19.

21. A computed-tomography unit comprising an x-ray
emitting device and a detector as claimed in claim 19.

22. The detector of claim 19, wherein each individual mod-
ule electrically contacts the printed circuit board via a sepa-
rate flexible electric conductor track guided through a sepa-
rate cut-out provided in the module carrier.

23. The detector of claim 19, wherein each detector bar is
connectable to a detector frame positioned at a side of each
detector bar opposite to the side at which the individual mod-
ules are arranged.

24. A detector bar for use in a computed-tomography unit,
the detector bar comprising:

a module carrier having a plurality individual detector
modules mechanically fixed thereto, the plurality of
detector modules being arranged on a first side of the
module carrier; and

a printed circuit board, separate from said module carrier,
for making electric contact with the individual modules
and an external electric apparatus, the printed circuit
board being arranged on a second side of the module
carrier, the second side opposing the first side, wherein
said electric contact between the printed circuit board

and each individual module is made via flexible elec-
tric conductor tracks, the flexible electric conductor
tracks being guided through cut-outs provided in the
module carrier, and

said electric contact between the printed circuit board
and the external electric apparatus is made via a sepa-
rate electrical connection.

25. The detector bar as claimed in claim 24, wherein elec-
tric contact is made in order to supply power to the individual
modules and to transmit signals and control commands.

26. The detector bar as claimed in claim 24, wherein
mechanical retention between the module carrier and the
respective individual module is of releasable design.

27. A computed-tomography unit comprising a detector as
claimed in claim 24.

28. A detector comprising at least one detector bar, retained
on a detector frame, as claimed in claim 24.

29. A computed-tomography unit comprising an x-ray
emitting device and a detector as claimed in claim 28.

30. The detector bar of claim 24, wherein each individual
module electrically contacts the printed circuit board via a
separate flexible electric conductor track guided through a
separate cut-out provided in the module carrier.

31. The detector bar of claim 24, wherein the detector bar
is connectable to a detector frame positioned at a side of the
detector bar opposite to the side at which the individual mod-
ules are arranged.
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